
THE GROVE

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  M I N I S T R Y

FLC initiates new social justice ministry! In an effort to continue to live out the mission of Farmington Lutheran

Church which is to serve and care for others, FLC will kick off a social justice ministry this fall.  The mission is: We

seek to learn about social justice issues in our community and our world, explore the backgrounds of people of

all cultures, races and sexual orientations, and work toward equal rights and equitable opportunities for all.   

We believe the Lord is encouraging us to reach out into our community and our world in a more intentional way

as we consider Micah 6:8 - “He has told you, O mortal what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but

to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  
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In order for us to
effectively kick off
this ministry, we are
asking members of
FLC to weigh in on
the direction of this
ministry and how it
can grow. Please take a
few minutes to
complete the survey
below to share your
thoughts by July 10.

This can be filled out
by any and all FLC
members ages 12 and
older. We hope to
engage our youth as
well as our adults as
we work to do justice,
love kindness and
walk humbly with
God. 

The hope is to engage members of the FLC
community in different facets of learning and
exploring social justice issues through education
(book studies, speakers, movie nights, discussion
groups, etc.), exploration (attending events and
activities which allow us to explore the backgrounds
of people of all cultures, races, and sexual
orientations) and action (volunteering and taking
action to make positive change where needed.)

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

PLEASE SHARE

YOUR THOUGHTS

AND FEEDBACK

GOALS: EDUCATION,

EXPLORATION AND ACTION

But let
justice roll down

like waters, andrighteousness like
an ever-flowing stream.

Amos 5:24

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwQ72xlh0TKoBn_veSg5mfMTFhJQhpExHXxtL082SpHxIVoQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwQ72xlh0TKoBn_veSg5mfMTFhJQhpExHXxtL082SpHxIVoQ/viewform


One step that has already been taken is
the creation of a social justice lending
library in the Fireside Room. This is in
addition to the books that were
already available to the community.
These books include non-fiction and
fiction for children through adults and
discuss issues of race, culture, poverty,
mental illness, disabilities, sexuality,
abuse, etc. The library is just in its
early stages and we welcome
donations of books, either gently used
or new. If you would like to add to our
library by purchasing some popular
and current books that address social
justice issues, check out our wish list
on Amazon. You can order the books
from the wish list and they will be sent
directly to FLC. If you have any
questions about this, contact Rachel
Harmon at
rachelkharmon@gmail.com. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE LENDING LIBRARY

AVAILABLE IN FIRESIDE ROOM

BOOK DISCUSSION

OPPORTUNITY

Members of the Racial Truth &
Justice ministry at Shepard of the
Valley Lutheran Church in Apple
Valley have invited FLC
members to participate with
them in an online discussion of
the book Caste. It compares
American history and culture to
others, such as India and
Germany. Check out the link for
more information and to sign up:
https://www.sotv.org/racial-
justice-book-discussion/

Zechariah 7:9

Thus says the Lord of

hosts: Render true

judgments, show

kindness and mercy to

one another

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PSA76FJQ14K4?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PSA76FJQ14K4?ref_=wl_share
mailto:rachelkharmon@gmail.com
https://www.sotv.org/racial-justice-book-discussion/


U P D A T E  O N  M A S K
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

The Reopening Strategy Team continues to meet and discuss

the next steps of FLC’s response to the Covid-19  pandemic.

As Dakota County is reaching a 70% vaccination rate the

team has decided to move forward with loosening the mask

requirements indoors. At this time, FLC will no longer

require facemasks for those who are fully vaccinated .  In a

continued effort to protect our neighbors, particularly those

who are not yet able to be vaccinated, facemasks are

strongly recommended for worshippers who are not fully

vaccinated .  Those who are more comfortable wearing

facemasks indoors are welcome to do so.

Again, we thank you for your patience and understanding as

we continue to evaluate this ever changing situation. 

U P D A T E  F R O M  T H E
R E O P E N I N G  S T R A T E G Y  T E A M

Thank you to

everyone who took

time to complete

the facemasks and

worship survey.

We are excited to

share that over

250 individuals

replied with their

interest and

comfort levels of

attending a variety

of indoor and

outdoor worship

services.



have scheduled interviews. We anticipate

the first round of interviews being complete

by mid-July.
 

We feel as a committee that we are very

much on track to bring a new pastor to the

congregation in early fall. We continually

ask for prayers for the call committee and

the candidates as we go through this

process and that the holy spirit will be at

work in lifting up the perfect fit for FLC.

Please feel free to email us anytime at

callcommittee@farmingtonlutheran.com.
 
Thank You!

Greetings in Christ!

As an update, the call committee continues

to meet and be in communication with one

another in regards to the call process as

whole, reviewing pastoral candidates, and

setting up interviews. On Tuesday, June 22,

we met with Justin Grimm and Rolf

Lowenberg-DeBoer from the synod office.

Justin and Rolf presented the committee

with pastoral candidates as well as copies of

their rostered ministry profiles. The

rostered ministry profiles are essentially

resumes that each candidate has shared.

The committee plans to spend the next

week discerning the profiles before

interviews begin.
 
The call committee has developed an

interview format and questions that will be

used for all pastoral candidates throughout

the interview process. In addition, last night

the call committee met again and made

contact with every candidate and

AN UPDATE FROM
THE CALL COMMITTEE

Be sure to check your inbox near the end of July for

your biannual giving statements. If you don't receive

one, please reach out to our finance coordinator,

Rene Mewes and she can get you a copy. Email Rene

at finance@farmingtonlutheran.com. 

If we don't have your email on file, you can expect to

get a letter in the mail. 

MID-YEAR GIVING STATEMENTS



Last Sunday, FLC hosted the first of three
outdoor worship services this summer. It
was a beautiful morning spent outside on
the incredible grounds of FLC sharing
God's love with one another! 

During both the 8:30 and 10:00 am
service, families, youth and worshippers
took part in a blessing of the campers. We
have over 45 youth attending camp this
week at Lake Wapogasset in Amery, WI!

Be sure to join us at our other outdoor
worship services this summer, the last
Sunday of the month during the 10:00 am
service. The livestream service is also
available those weekends at both the
8:30am and 10:00am service.  

OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND
BLESSING OF THE CAMPERS
JOIN US SUNDAY, JULY 25 & AUGUST 29
AT 10:00AM FOR OUTDOOR WORSHIP



This  week  FLC  has  48  youth  at  Camp  Wapo  in  Amery,  Wisconsin!  They  wil l

spend  the  week  making  new  f r iends,  playing  games,  and  learning  God 's  Love!

Please  keep  them  in  your  prayers  this  week,  and  pray  for  our  younger  youth

that  wil l  be  attending  Seeds  Weekend  at  Wapo  in  early  July.

C A M P  W A P O :  W E E K L O N G
JUNE 27 -  JULY 2



Elaina Rinke

Due  to  safety  protocols  for  Covid -19,  our  youth  and  chi ldren 's

director  weren ' t  able  to  stay  on  the  camp  grounds  this  year,  but

have  been  able  to  visi t  each  day!  And  on  Tuesday,  Pastor  Kevin

and  Sara  joined  the  fun.  Pastor  Kevin  even  got  in  on  an  intense

game  of  Exploding  Enchilada!  



Sign up today for Fall 2021
Sunday and Wednesday School!
Programming is available for
youth enter preschool through
5th grade! Contact Dawn at
dawn@farmingtonlutheran.com
with questions.

SIGN UP HERE

Ae you interested in helping out
this fall for FLC Time?? 

We're looking for teachers,
teaching assistants, musicians and
other program prep help! Contact
Dawn if you're interested!

There are just a few items left that
are still needed for VBS this year.
If you're able to help out and
donate an item you can find the
list HERE. We appreciate
everyone who volunteers their
time, donations, and other gifts
that make this week so wonderful
for our youth!

https://farmingtonlutheran.wufoo.com/forms/q1dpjcb0d9drd0/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0949a5af22a5fd0-2021


YOUTH COLORADO ADVENTURE TRIP
JULY 31 - AUGUST 7. 2021

SATURDAY, JULY 10
11:00 am - 2:30 pm

TRIP Fundraisers

BLESSING ENVELOPES



MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP
TO VALLEYFAIR

KOIN: High School
Youth Group

http://farmingtonlutheran.com/youth


FILLING IN THE GAPS
W R I T T E N  B Y  L I N D A  M O R R I S

WORSHIP  SERVICE  T IMES
8:30 am and 10:00 am
Livestreaming at 10:00 am




